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 Guide to the Sample Tests 
Fall 2015 

Section VI. Writing Guides for English Language Arts 
(ELA) 
The AzMERIT ELA test will have a Writing part and a Reading Part 1 and Part 2 for all grade 
levels. The structure of the sample AzMERIT writing test is similar to the actual AzMERIT 
writing test. Each writing test will have one or more passages that relate to a prompt. 
Students will create a written response to the prompt. Students will not answer 
comprehension questions about the prompt. Scratch paper is permitted on both the CBT 
and PBT writing tests in order for students to compose a rough draft prior to formulating a 
“final” copy in the paper booklet or in the word processing area on the computer. 
 
CBT— On the CBT students will have access to one or more passages that relate to a 
prompt, an electronic version of the Writing Guide and a word processing area to type 
their “final” response. On the CBT, students will have access to and be able to reference 

the appropriate Writing Guide by clicking on this icon . 
 
PBT— On the PBT the students will have access to one or more passages that relate to a 
prompt, a print copy of the Writing Guide and a “final” copy area to write their response. 
On paper, the Writing Guide will also appear after the writing prompt and before the final 
copy area on the PBT. On the PBT, there will be two final copy pages with a line spacing of 
.375” for grades 3 and 4 (wide ruled) and .3” for grades 5–11 (college ruled).  
 
The next several pages of this section contain Writing Guides for each grade-level band 
that will be available to students on AzMERIT.  
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Grades 9–11 Informative-Explanatory Essay Writing Guide 

Statement of Purpose/ 
Focus and Organization Evidence/Elaboration Editing/Conventions 

The response is fully sustained 
and consistently and 
purposefully focused: 

• Controlling idea or main 
idea of a topic is focused, 
clearly stated, and strongly 
maintained. 

• Controlling idea or main 
idea of a topic is 
introduced and 
communicated clearly for 
the purpose, audience, 
and task. 

The response has a clear and 
effective organizational 
structure, creating unity and 
completeness: 

• A variety of transitional 
strategies are consistently 
used to effectively clarify 
the relationships between 
and among ideas. 

• Progression of ideas from 
beginning to end is logical. 

• Introduction and 
conclusion are effective for 
audience and purpose. 

• Appropriate sentence 
structure variety produces 
strong connections among 
ideas. 

The response provides 
thorough and convincing 
support/evidence for the 
controlling idea or main idea 
that includes the effective use 
of sources, facts, and details. 
The response achieves 
substantial depth that is specific 
and relevant: 

• Use of evidence from 
sources is complete and 
smoothly integrated and 
cited. 

• A variety of effective 
elaborative techniques are 
used. 

The response demonstrates 
strategic use of language to 
produce clear communication: 

• Precise language clearly 
and effectively expresses 
ideas. 

• Use of academic and 
domain-specific vocabulary 
is clearly appropriate for the 
audience and purpose. 

The essay displays adequate 
command of all grade-level 
conventions of writing: 

• Some errors in usage and 
sentence formation may be 
present, but no systematic 
pattern of errors is 
displayed. 

• Use of punctuation, 
capitalization, and spelling 
is adequate. 

 
References and Citations 

When referring to evidence and information from passages, students should use paraphrasing and 
short quotations. To credit sources, students should use informal, in-text citations (e.g., MLA author 
or title tags). 
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Grades 9–11 Argumentative Essay Writing Guide 

Statement of Purpose/ 
Focus and Organization Evidence/Elaboration Editing/Conventions 

The response is fully sustained 
and consistently and 
purposefully focused: 

• Claim is clearly stated, 
focused, and strongly 
maintained. 

• Claim is introduced and 
communicated 
appropriately for the 
purpose, audience, and 
task. 

• Alternate or opposing 
claims are clearly 
addressed. 

The response has a clear and 
effective organizational 
structure, creating unity and 
completeness: 

• A variety of transitional 
strategies are consistently 
used to effectively clarify 
the relationships between 
and among ideas. 

• Progression of ideas from 
beginning to end is logical. 

• Introduction and 
conclusion are effective for 
audience and purpose. 

• Appropriate sentence 
structure variety produces 
strong connections among 
ideas. 

The response provides 
thorough and convincing 
support/evidence for the writer’s 
claim, including the effective 
use of sources, facts, and 
details. The response achieves 
substantial depth that is specific 
and relevant: 

• Claims are supported with 
relevant evidence from 
credible sources and clear 
reasoning. 

• Use of evidence from 
sources is complete and 
smoothly integrated and 
cited. 

• A variety of effective 
elaborative techniques are 
used. 

The response demonstrates 
strategic use of language to 
produce clear communication: 

• Precise language clearly 
and effectively expresses 
ideas. 

• Use of academic and 
domain-specific vocabulary 
is clearly appropriate for the 
audience and purpose. 

The response displays 
adequate command of grade-
level and preceding-level 
conventions of writing: 

• Some errors in usage and 
sentence formation may be 
present, but no systematic 
pattern of errors is 
displayed. 

• Use of punctuation, 
capitalization, and spelling 
is adequate. 

 
References and Citations 

When referring to evidence and information from passages, students should use paraphrasing and 
short quotations. To credit sources, students should use informal, in-text citations (e.g., MLA author 
or title tags). 

 
  

31 
 



 Guide to the Sample Tests 
Fall 2015 

Section VII. Calculator Guidance—Math  
 
The AzMERIT calculator guidance was determined with the input of Arizona educators who 
have reviewed AzMERIT items. The guidelines were determined to provide appropriate 
support for students while still measuring a student’s mastery of the standards.  
 
These guidelines are for the assessment only. They are not intended to limit instruction in 
the classroom. Technology is a part of the Arizona College and Career Ready Standards and 
students should still be interacting with technology as appropriate for engaging with and 
learning the standards. 
 
The applicable portion of the CBT will include the acceptable online version of approved 
calculator. Providing handheld calculators is not a requirement for schools choosing the 
CBT. However, students may use an acceptable handheld calculator in addition to or 
instead of the online calculator. 
 

Grades Calculator Usage on AzMERIT Assessments 

Grades 3–6 No calculators permitted on AzMERIT. 

Grades 7–8 Scientific Calculator permitted on AzMERIT Math Part 1 only. No 
calculators permitted on AzMERIT Math Part 2.  

Scientific calculator should include these functions: standard four functions 
(addition, subtraction, multiplication, division), decimal, change sign (+/-), 
parentheses, square root, and π.They may NOT include any problem solving 
or programming capabilities, place values, and inequalities.  

Sample acceptable calculator: TI-30X IIS or similar. 

High School End-
of-Course Tests 

Graphing calculators permitted on AzMERIT Math Part 1 and Part 2. 

No calculators with Computer Algebra System (CAS) features are allowed. 
Calculators may NOT be capable of communication with other calculators 
through infrared sensors. NO instruction or formula cards, or other 
information regarding the operation of calculators such as operating manuals 
are permitted. The memory of any calculator with programming capability 
must be cleared, reset, or disabled when students enter the testing room. If 
the memory of any calculator is password protected, and cannot be cleared 
or reset, the calculator may NOT be used. 

Sample acceptable calculators: TI-84 Plus, Casio FX-9750GII, or similar. 

• No laptop, tablet, or phone based calculators will be allowed during the AzMERIT assessment. 
• Students are not allowed to share calculators during a testing session. 
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Section VIII. Paper-Based Testing (PBT) 
Consumable Booklets 
AzMERIT is a Computer-Based Test (CBT). However, a Paper-Based Test (PBT) is available 
for schools that opted out of the CBT. The PBT will consist of consumable test booklets. 
This means that there will be no separate answer documents; students will answer the 
questions directly in the test booklets, and the test booklets will be scanned in their 
entirety by the vendor. 
 
Some technology-enhanced items are converted for use on the Paper-Based Tests. Below 
are samples of various item types that will appear on the Paper-Based version of AzMERIT. 
This section also includes sample “Final Copy” pages from the Paper-Based Writing Test.  

Sample Paper Items—ELA  
While some items in the ELA portion of the test are shown as individual sample items in 
this guide all items on the AzMERIT CBT and PBT will be associated with one or more 
passages. The AzMERIT ELA test will have a Writing part, Reading Part 1 and Reading Part 2 
for all grade levels. On paper the students will have access to one or more passages that 
relate to the prompt, a print copy of the Writing Guide and a “Final Copy” area to write 
their response. Below are examples that show how many of the CBT items will render on 
the PBT. 

Multiple-Choice  
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Multi-Select  
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Sample Stimulus  
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Evidence-Based Selected Response  
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Two-Part Hot Text  
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One-Part Hot Text  

 

Editing Task Stimulus  
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Editing Task Questions 
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Writing Test Final Copy Pages (Grades 5–11) 
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Sample Paper Items—Math  
The AzMERIT Math test will have a Math Part 1 and a Math Part 2. On the CBT and the PBT 
some math items are open-ended and hand scored. The following samples will familiarize 
students with how items appear on the paper version of AzMERIT.   
 

Multiple Choice  

 

 Equation Item  

 

44 
 



 Guide to the Sample Tests 
Fall 2015 

Equation Item  

 

Notes regarding equation item response grids:  

The item’s response grid looks slightly different at different grade levels, but the 
general response area looks like the following image. 
 
On these items, blanks are generally ignored. This means that students can left or 
right justify their response, or place it somewhere in the middle. Note: The purpose 
of the boxes above the grid are an aid to bubbling but are not scored.  
 
These responses to the question shown above will all be scored as equivalent. 
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Mixed Numbers and Decimals: There are several options that will all be scored equivalent.  
 
Example: where a correct response would be 1 ½, all of the following would be scored as 
correct. 

 
 
Note that in the first example (that of the mixed number) the space between the ones 
is important. Without this space the response would be scored as eleven-halves. 
Again, in any of these three shown responses, which column the student chooses to 
begin their response in does not matter. 
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Table Item  

 

Open Response Item  
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Grid Item  
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Grid Item  
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Hot Text Item  
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Matching Item  
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